In this note, we show that the conjecture: tzze product of a locally compact ANR by the Hilbert cube is a Hilbert cube manifold, can be reduced to its compact AR case, i.e.: the product of a compact AR by the Hilbert cube is a Hilbert cube manifold.
(C ) ¡f X is a locally compact first countable (metrizable) AR, then X x Q is a Q-manifold.
Our goal is to show that (C) is equivalent to the following particular case (which may be simpler!):
(C") // X is a compact metrizable AR, then Xx Q is a Q-manifold.
We recall that a continuous map is called proper, ii inverse images of compact sets are compact sets.
If X is a locally compact space, by X+ we mean the one point compactification of X.
We wish to thank T. A. Chapman for a very useful discussion, which revealed that Lemma 2.1 is the key fact to establish. 
